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The paper examines the actuality of Donna Haraway’s concept of the cyborg under the conditions of ‘capitalist
realism’. Following the technological optimism of the 1980’s, Haraway’s theory of the cyborg contains strong
emancipatory implications which capacities have been challenged recently by the paralysis of the political
imagination. The impossibility of considering the alternative to capitalism puts under the question the
heuristic potential of Haraway’s conceptualization. However, considering the political theory of the cyborg as
an implication of the ontology leaves the possibility of returning the emancipatory function to the cyborg’s
figure. My suggestion is to redefine the relevant ‘ontology’ in Haraway’s work by its substitution for
‘hauntology’ in Mark Fisher’s sense. This theoretical shift allows not only to reassemble the political theory of
the cyborg but also to regain its actuality.
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imagined, not what is being invented in the present.
Moreover, as any subjectivity implies the openness
to an alternative future, in the situation of capitalist

4. REFERENCES

realism it can only exist as a hauntological

Adorno, T., Horkheimer M. (2002) Dialectic of

subjectivity. It operates the concepts which are

Enlightenment. Stanford, Stanford University Press.

disclaimed by the actual ontology, giving meaning

Ballard, J. (2014) Fictions of Every Kind. Eds.

to different specters (e.g. Marx in Derrida’s work).

Armen Avanessian, Robin Mackay. #Accelerate:

In Haraway’s political language, this situation

The Accelerationist Reader. Urbanomic, Falmouth.

describes ‘the ontology which gives us politics’ –

Braidotti,

therefore, a cyborganic subjectivity implied by

Enzensberger,

technological future implied by Haraway as a

Quarterly, vol.66, №1, pp. 16–24.

level, so the essential aim is to return its political

Gorz, A. (2010) The Immaterial: Knowledge, Value

meaning. As it was already claimed, the political

and Capital. Seagull Books, Kolkata.

theory in Haraway is not the product of thinking, it

Haraway, D. (1991) A Cyborg Manifesto: Science,

ontology.

Technology, and Socialist-Feminism in the Late

Accordingly, there is a necessity to substitute the

Twentieth

ontological model that doesn’t work: instead of

// Simians,

Cyborgs

and

New York.

‘political hauntology’ which is open to the political
power

Century

Women: The Reinvention of Nature. Routledge,

‘political ontology’, in Haraway’s words, we need
emancipatory

Essays.

Fisher, M. (2012) What Is Hauntology? Film

not subject to any transformations on the structural

The

Critical

Alternative? Zero Books, Winchester.

but as what it could be. The concept of cyborg is

imagination.

(1982)

Fisher, M. (2009) Capitalist Realism: Is There No

considered not as what it actually turned out to be

the

H.M.

Continuum, New York.

metaphysical ground of her theory has to be

of

Polity,

International. Routledge, New York.

ontology for the notion of hauntology. Elsewise, the

consequence

Posthuman.

Debt, the Work of Mourning and the New

relevance, we should replace the Haraway’s idea of

straight

The

Derrida, J. (1994) Specters of Marx: The State of

To give back to the figure of the cyborg its

a

(2013)

Cambridge.

theory appears here in a weird spectral form.

is

R.

Hardt M., Negri A. (2000) Empire. Harvard, Harvard

of

University Press.

hauntology is in its non-presence: to quote Mark

Land, N. (2011) Fanged Noumena. Urbanomic,

Fisher again, ‘from a situation in which nothing can

Falmouth.

happen, suddenly anything is possible again’
(Fisher 2009: 81). The concept of cyborg obtains
here the coincident role.

4

